
 

PANELIST BIOGRAPHIES 

 

Jack F. Matlock, Jr. (Former George F. Kennan Professor, Institute for Advanced Study; former U.S. 

Ambassador to the USSR; Co-chair, Century Foundation Working Group on U.S. Policy toward Russia) 
 

Amb. Jack Matlock, a retired diplomat, has held academic posts at Hamilton College, Princeton 

University, the Institute for Advanced Study, and Columbia University since 1991. During his 35 years in 

the American Foreign Service (1956-1991) he served as ambassador to the Soviet Union from 1987 to 1991, 

special assistant to the President for national security affairs and senior director for European and Soviet 

affairs on the National Security Council staff from 1983 until 1986, and ambassador to Czechoslovakia 

from 1981 to 1983. Before his appointment to Moscow as ambassador, Amb. Matlock served three tours at 

the American Embassy in the Soviet Union, as vice consul and third secretary (1961-63), minister 

counselor and deputy chief of mission (1974-1978), and chargé d'affaires ad interim in 1981. His other 

foreign service assignments were in Vienna, Munich, Accra, Zanzibar and Dar es Salaam, in addition to 

tours in Washington as director of Soviet affairs in the State Department (1971-74) and as deputy director 

of the Foreign Service Institute (1979-80). He is the author of Reagan and Gorbachev: How the Cold War 

Ended (2004); Autopsy on an Empire: The American Ambassador's Account of the Collapse of the Soviet Union 

(1995); and a handbook to the thirteen-volume Russian edition of Stalin's Collected Works (1955; 2nd 

edition, 1971). Amb. Matlock received an A.B. from Duke University and a M.A. and Certificate of the 

Russian Institute from Columbia University. He has been awarded honorary doctorates by four 

institutions. In addition to the books noted, he is the author of numerous articles on foreign policy, 

international relations, and Russian literature and history.  

 

 

Thomas Graham (Senior Director, Kissinger Associates; former Senior Director for Russia, National 

Security Council; author of Century Foundation report “Resurgent Russia and U.S. Purposes”) 
 

Dr. Thomas Graham joined Kissinger Associates, Inc., as a senior director in 2007.  He was special 

assistant to the President and senior director for Russia on the National Security Council staff from March 

2004-February 2007 and director for Russian affairs on the National Security Council staff from June 2002-

February 2004.  From August 2001-May 2002, he served as the associate director of the Policy Planning 

staff of the Department of State. From 1998-2001, Dr. Graham was a senior associate in the Russia/Eurasia 

program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.  During this period, he was a frequent 

commentator on Russian affairs and U.S.-Russian relations.  His articles have appeared in the New York 

Times, Washington Post, and Wall Street Journal, and in European and Russian publications. From 1984-

1998, he was a foreign service officer.  His assignments included two tours of duty at the U.S. Embassy in 

Moscow, where he served as head of the political/internal unit and acting political counselor.  Between 

tours in Moscow, he worked on Russian and Soviet affairs on the Policy Planning staff of the Department 

of State and as a policy assistant in the Office of the Undersecretary of Defense for Policy. He is the author 

of Russia’s Decline and Uncertain Recovery (2002) and co-author of U.S.-Russian Relations at the Turn of the 

Century (2000).  Dr. Graham received a B.A. in Russian studies from Yale University and a Ph.D. in 

political science from Harvard University. 

 

 

 



 

Sarah E. Mendelson (Director, Human Rights and Security Initiative; Senior Fellow, Russia and 

Eurasia Program, Center for Strategic and International Studies; author of Century Foundation report 

“U.S.-Russian Relations and the Democracy Deficit”)  
 

Dr. Sarah Mendelson became the director of the Human Rights and Security Initiative at CSIS in January 

2007. She is also a senior fellow with the Russia and Eurasia Program. Before joining CSIS in 2001, she 

taught international politics at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University. From 1997 

to 2000, she directed a collaborative study, funded by the Carnegie Corporation of New York, evaluating 

the impact of Western democracy assistance to Eastern Europe and Eurasia. From 1995 to 1998, she was 

an assistant professor at the State University of New York at Albany, and from 1997 to 1998, she was a 

resident associate at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. In 1994 and 1995, she served on the 

staff of the National Democratic Institute’s Moscow office, where she worked with Russian political 

activists. She has been a fellow at Stanford University’s Center for International Security and Cooperation 

and Princeton University’s Center of International Studies. She serves on the advisory committee of 

Human Rights Watch and is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and the editorial board of 

International Security. Dr. Mendelson has testified before Congress and appeared numerous times on 

NPR, the BBC, and CNN. She has been published in the Washington Post, the Globe and Mail (Toronto), 

Foreign Affairs, and Survival, in addition to numerous scholarly journals. She is the author of Closing 

Guantánamo: From Bumper Sticker to Blueprint (2008), Barracks and Brothels: Peacekeepers and Human 

Trafficking in the Balkans (2005), and Changing Course: Ideas, Politics and the Soviet Withdrawal from 

Afghanistan (Princeton, 1998), as well as coeditor of The Power and Limits of NGOs: Transnational Networks 

and Post-Communist Societies (2002). She received her B.A. in history from Yale University and her Ph.D. in 

political science from Columbia University. She also earned a certificate from the Harriman Institute. 

 

 

Susan Eisenhower (President, Eisenhower Group; Member, Century Foundation Working Group on 

U.S. Policy toward Russia), Moderator 
 

Susan Eisenhower serves as president of the Eisenhower Group, Inc. which provides strategic counsel on 

political and business projects. Ms. Eisenhower was a founding director and the first president of the 

Eisenhower Institute where she became known for her work in the former Soviet Union and in the energy 

field. She is currently the Eisenhower Institute’s chairman of Leadership and Public Policy Programs. 

Ms. Eisenhower has consulted for major corporations and has served on many government task forces, 

including the NASA Advisory Council and the National Academy of Sciences' standing Committee on 

International Security and Arms Control. She is currently a member of the Secretary of Energy’s Task 

Force on Nuclear Energy and serves on the Department of Energy’s Baker-Cutler Commission on U.S. 

funded nuclear nonproliferation programs in Russia. Ms. Eisenhower has authored three books, two of 

which, Breaking Free and Mrs. Ike, appeared on regional best seller lists. She has also edited four collected 

volumes on regional security issues, most recently Partners in Space. Ms. Eisenhower has been a fellow at 

Harvard's JFK School of Government's Institute of Politics and a distinguished fellow at the Nixon 

Center. She currently sits on the Nuclear Threat Initiative board and the Energy Future Coalition and is 

an advisor to the US Chamber of Commerce's new Institute for 21st Century Energy and the Air Force 

Academy's Eisenhower Center for Space and Defense Studies. She serves as a regular commentator on 

television and has provided analysis for CNN, MSNBC, Fox News, PBS, the BBC, and all three network 

morning programs. 


