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Session 1
DISILLUIONSMENT, REALISM, AND RENEWAL IN THE DEMOCR\CY
DEBATE

VOIGT: We've never been skeptical about promotiegidcracy, but we've been
skeptical about American concepts, and we still are

MELIA: The challenge for them and for us is to makee that they don’t throw the
democrats and dissidents under the bus.

FRASER-MOLEKETI: We don’t see disengagement withrdoies that are described as
non-democratic as an option.

LAURENTI: What do we have to show for this engagatwith the military leaders in
Myanmar or with Zimbabwe? What has it produced?

FRASER-MOLEKETI : Looking at the Zimbabwean sitwati.. | think it's also going
to be counterproductive if we imagine that both titaterally or multi-nationally
ours is to promote and sharpen conflicts betweerdiffierent parties in
government.

MELIA: Unfortunately now, in both Kenya and Zimbabwwve have an example of
elections where the incumbent loses but doesn# baleave — and the winners
and the losers, in a kind of shotgun marriage, feome kind of a hybrid
government in which there is no longer any oppositi

VOIGT: You cannot create a democracy from outsyde, can only be supportive of
development if there is a demand for democracy.

MELIA: The Germans and many other Europeans cateddahe support of Solidaro
in Poland in the 1980’s. On the other hand, theeAoan trade union movement
was very much out in front — even out in front af own government and out in
front of our European trade union colleagues.

WALKER: It's important to acknowledge the succas&astern and Central Europe.

VOIGT: | do not give up on Russia in terms of denaog, but it will take years or
decades, and the same is true of many other pfatsrial.

BRIDGETT JONES: It seems, in some ways, that theegoof the “realists” are louder
these days.



MASSING: People from the West now are toxic, arglmes use assistance from those
countries, like the United States or Europe, toteaythese local activists are
being co-opted by the West.

GUEHENNO: Countries that have been under the cbafreolonial powers and who see
sovereignty as a big protection against dominahceose powerful countries.

FRASER-MOLEKETI: It was not the North that inspiredr thrust for democracy. We
looked at struggles in the South; we looked atgsfies on the African continent;
we looked at Latin America.

ROSENTHAL: The norm today in Latin America is tdléav democratic governance,
and the countries that are not following it are séexcluded.

BALDO: African Union has also outlawed unconstitual changes in government, by
denying putschists from sitting in the club.

CANCELA: There is a component that is critical foe — that is the relationship between
democracy and development.

EL-MIKAWY: Sometimes what we do in non-politicaless, such as trade and climate
change, can also affect democracy.

CANCELA: How do our populations feel about the denmatic system? This is a very
important question regarding also the economigscwe are living in.

KERBUSCH: You have to find a way that is not in amgy in the long run against the
basic interests of countries to provide a minimdraazial and economic
development and a minimum of adequate governangeamntee people what
they need in public services.

MASSING: Is it overreaching in Afghanistan to toydemocratize the system?

VOIGT: We are, in Afghanistan, not seen by everybasl a liberator. We are seen, when
you use force, as an occupier.

MELIA: Democratic transitions almost never happemigradual or predictable sort of
way.

GUEHENNO: It is a remarkable way of managing veegjpl tensions without creating
conflict.



